PERCEPTION

You must work with a partner.

1. First draw a reference line for yourself on a piece of paper. It must be exactly 20 mm long.

2. On a second piece of paper, draw a series of 15 accurately measured lines ranging from 15 to 25 mm in length. You can use any measurement between these limits.

3. The lines should be randomly arranged on the page and the actual measurements you chose to include must be kept secret from your partner.

4. One of you then adds arrows like this to the lines...



The other adds arrows like this to the lines...


5. Swap papers and using the reference line to help, estimate the length of each line to the nearest mm. Write your estimates beside each line.

6. Plot the estimated lengths against the actual lengths for each set of lines, on the same graph.

Questions.

a) What do you suggest about the effect of adding the arrows to the lines?

b) Explain the effect of adding the arrows to the lines.

