Which Fertiliser?
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Farmer Giles is new to farming and she needs some help in choosing the right fertiliser for her crops.

Use the crop advice below and the Fertiliser information sheet to decide which fertilizer she should use for each of her crops.

To help you with the task, the fertiliser sacks have the proportions of the main nutrients printed on them in the order N.P.K. So the sack on the right has 22% Nitrogen, 4% phosphate and 14% potassium with an extra 7.5% of sulphur.

	Crop
	Advice
	Which fertiliser?

	Grassland for grazing, silage or hay
	NPK with a high Nitrogen content
	

	Sugar beet
	Nitrogen only
	

	Brussels sprouts and other cabbage crops
	Nitrogen and calcium
	

	Peas and beans
	PK only
	

	Potatoes
	NPK with high potassium
	

	Beetroot
	NPK with added magnesium
	

	Sweetcorn
	NPK
	


Now have a go at linking up these sentences to help the farmer understand why the fertilisers are needed.

Most of the crops need nitrogen, phosphate and potassium so that they…

If the farmer uses fertilisers, her crop will…

She can add less fertiliser if she spreads some of the cow slurry from her farm onto the crops because…

She should not add fertiliser in the Spring until the weather gets warmer because…

…organic fertilisers give the crop minerals.

…grow properly.

…the crops cannot grow if they are too cold.

…grow better and she will be able to sell more.
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